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Reviewer- A 

 

Decision: Major Revision   

The authors well wrote the manuscript with a well-addressed topic linked with the effect of halal 
awareness and traceability on consumer purchase decisions and focusing on the customer perspective 
on halal food product buying intentions in the internet era. At the same time, the consumer 
perspective emphasizes the factors contributing to halal knowledge and the purchasing decisions 
associated with halal products. Following are some suggestions and drawbacks in the study to improve 
its effectiveness. 

1. Restructure the abstract to reflect the study purpose, focus, methods, and results of the study 
in the sequence. Also, add novelty/significance at the end of the abstract. 

2. There is a need to elaborate on the importance of digital media. Also, the authors should 
explain the halal traceability by clearly stating the study objectives. 



3. The literature review needs to be much more clearly written. Authors should articulate the 
section as Halal Food Information, Halal Traceability, Blockchain-based technology, followed 
by consumers’ Purchase intention.  

4. In the methodology section should be devised into subsections. There is also a need to add 
details regarding sampling techniques and total sample size. Add the complete detail of study 
measures with scales. Are the scales adapted or adapted by the scholar? 

5. The authors have conducted a detailed analysis, and the results are well-reported by the 
authors. However, here are a few suggestions to make them more influential. For instance, I 
encourage authors to report descriptive statistics of the measures. Also, the validity and 
reliability results should be presented in tables. 

6. The discussion section needs to be more detailed. Authors should first state their results, 
then explain them based on the contextual nature, and also should relate them with 
existing studies to reflect the theoretical and practical implications of conducting this 
study. 

7. The conclusion section should be added to summarize the whole research with 
significance/implications and recommendations.   

8. There are many grammatical issues in the article throughout, and the authors should 
address the grammatical mistakes to bring more clarity to the write-up. 

9. Authors should double-check their citations and match them with the end-text references. 
Moreover, there is a need to follow the APA 7th edition to record all the references in this 
study with DOIs. 

 
 
 
Reviewer -B 
 
Decision: Major revisions  
 
This study Online Traceability of Halal Food Information to Protect Muslim Consumers in the Cyber Era, 
aimed to determine the effect of halal awareness and traceability on consumer purchase decisions. The 
study focuses on the customer perspective on halal food product buying intentions in the internet era. 
The consumer perspective emphasizes the factors contributing to halal knowledge and the purchasing 
decisions associated with halal products. The study examined the effect of halal traceability on the 
relationship between halal awareness and consumer purchasing intentions. The quantitative research 
methodology was used, and questionnaires were delivered in person and online to collect data from 350 
consumers. The results were analyzed using the SEM method. The study's findings indicate that halal 
awareness affects customers' purchase intentions. Additionally, religiosity, blockchain as a metric of 
traceability, and knowledge all influenced consumers' purchase decisions. The topic of this research is 
interesting and relevant. The authors review a good number of relevant literature and appropriately use 
it to set the background for their work. I found the quantitative research design used by the authors 
appropriate for the study. I also found that the manuscript was overall well-structured but very, 
unfortunately, not well-written. The manuscript also has a significant number of typos and or grammatical 
mistakes. The current version of the manuscript needs improvements. For instance,  

i. In the introduction section, the authors need to explain the main concept of the study. For 
instance, Considering the study's definition of halal food as "Islamic permissible food and 
ingredients following sharia," needs to be elaborated in detail. 

ii. The authors should enrich the literature review with separate headings for each concept for a 
better understanding of the readers. Also, the literature needs to be updated with the latest 
citations. 



iii. Which research methodology add sampling technique did the author authors apply? There is a 
need to add a detailed description of the sampling methodology for a clear understanding of the 
readers. Also, sampling details must be very apt and clear with the measures used to assess 
the study constructs. 

iv. The authors well presented the results of this study; however,  
• A table for KMO and Bartlett's Test should be added by the authors 
• There is a need to add the table of discriminant validity, and model fitness 
• The results of the mediation hypothesis need to be added and explained  

v. The discussion section is merged with research implications, just confining to the study novelty, 
which is not that novel. There is a need to discuss the study results in detail, independent of 
implications, clearly stating the significance of the results and their applicability per the study 
context in light of existing studies. There is also a need to add Conclusions and identify potential 
future research areas. 

vi. There are many grammatical issues in the article. There is a need to avail of the services of 
professional poof editors or native speakers to enhance the manuscript's readability. 
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RESPONSE TO REVIEWER-A 
 

No. Reviewer's Comment Response 
 The authors well wrote the manuscript with a 

well-addressed topic linked with the effect of 
halal awareness and traceability on consumer 
purchase decisions and focusing on the 
customer perspective on halal food product 
buying intentions in the internet era. At the 
same time, the consumer perspective 
emphasizes the factors contributing to halal 
knowledge and the purchasing decisions 
associated with halal products. Following are 
some suggestions and drawbacks in the study to 
improve its effectiveness. 

Thanks very much, dear reviewer, for your kind 
remarks 

1 Restructure the abstract to reflect the study 
purpose, focus, methods, and results of the 
study in the sequence. Also, add 
novelty/significance at the end of the abstract. 

Dear reviewer, I have revised the abstract 
following your kind guidelines.  
Also added novelty/significance at the end of the 
abstract 
Please see page 1 

2 There is a need to elaborate on the importance 
of digital media. Also, the authors should explain 
the halal traceability by clearly stating the study 
objectives. 

Dear reviewer, I have added the importance of 
digital media. 
I have also added an explanation the halal 
traceability by clearly stating the study 
objectives. 
Please see pages 2-4 

3 The literature review needs to be much more 
clearly written. Authors should articulate the 
section as Halal Food Information, Halal 
Traceability, Blockchain-based technology, 
followed by consumers' Purchase intention.  

Dear reviewer, Many thanks for your kind 
suggestions and comments. I have now revised 
the literature review portion.  
Please see pages 5-10 

4 In the methodology section should be devised 
into subsections. There is also a need to add 
details regarding sampling techniques and total 
sample size. Add the complete detail of study 
measures with scales. Are the scales adapted or 
adapted by the scholar? 

Following your kind guidelines, I have revised the 
methodology section with a clear description of 
all the necessary parts per your kind suggestions.  
Please see pages 11-12 

5 The authors have conducted a detailed analysis, 
and the results are well-reported by the authors. 
However, here are a few suggestions to make 
them more influential. For instance, I encourage 
authors to report descriptive statistics of the 
measures. Also, the validity and reliability results 
should be presented in tables. 

Dear reviewer, many thanks for your kind 
guidelines. I have thoroughly revised the Results 
sections as suggested    
Please see pages 13-16 

6 The discussion section needs to be more 
detailed. Authors should first state their results, 
then explain them based on the contextual 
nature, and also should relate them with existing 

Dear reviewer, many thanks for your kind 
guidelines. I have thoroughly revised the 
discussion section as per your kind suggestions.  
Please see pages 17-20 



studies to reflect the theoretical and practical 
implications of conducting this study. 

7 The conclusion section should be added to 
summarize the whole research with 
significance/implications and recommendations.   

Dear reviewer, many thanks for your kind 
suggestion. I have added the conclusion section 
to summarize the whole research with 
significance/implications and recommendations 
as per your kind guidelines. 
Please see pages 21,22 and 23 

8 There are many grammatical issues in the article 
throughout, and the authors should address the 
grammatical mistakes to bring more clarity to 
the write-up. 

Done as per kind instructions, dear reviewer  

9 Authors should double-check their citations and 
match them with the end-text references. 
Moreover, there is a need to follow the APA 7th 
edition to record all the references in this study 
with DOIs. 

Dear reviewer, I have cross-checked all the 
citations and followed the APA 7th edition to 
record all the references in this study. Also 
added DOIs for all references. 

 
RESPONSE TO REVIEWER-B 

No. Reviewer's Comment Response 
 This study Online Traceability of Halal Food 

Information to Protect Muslim Consumers in the 
Cyber Era, aimed to determine the effect of halal 
awareness and traceability on consumer purchase 
decisions. The study focuses on the customer 
perspective on halal food product buying intentions 
in the internet era. The consumer perspective 
emphasizes the factors contributing to halal 
knowledge and the purchasing decisions associated 
with halal products. The study examined the effect of 
halal traceability on the relationship between halal 
awareness and consumer purchasing intentions. The 
quantitative research methodology was used, and 
questionnaires were delivered in person and online 
to collect data from 350 consumers. The results were 
analyzed using the SEM method. The study's findings 
indicate that halal awareness affects customers' 
purchase intentions. Additionally, religiosity, 
blockchain as a metric of traceability, and knowledge 
all influenced consumers' purchase decisions. The 
topic of this research is interesting and relevant. The 
authors review a good number of relevant literature 
and appropriately use it to set the background for 
their work. I found the quantitative research design 
used by the authors appropriate for the study. I also 
found that the manuscript was overall well-
structured but very, unfortunately, not well-written. 
The manuscript also has a significant number of typos 

Thanks a lot, dear reviewer, for all the valid and 
valuable comments. I have tried to follow all to 
enhance the manuscript quality as per the 
prestigious journals' standards. 



and or grammatical mistakes. The current version of 
the manuscript needs improvements. For instance 

1. In the introduction section, the authors need to 
explain the main concept of the study. For instance, 
Considering the study's definition of halal food as 
"Islamic permissible food and ingredients following 
sharia" needs to be elaborated in detail. 

Dear reviewer, done as suggested. 
 
Please see pages 2-4 

2. The authors should enrich the literature review with 
separate headings for each concept for a better 
understanding of the readers. Also, the literature 
needs to be updated with the latest citations. 

Dear reviewer, following your kind guidelines, 
I have revised the literature review thoroughly 
with the latest citation. 
Please see pages 4-10 

3 Which research methodology add sampling 
technique did the author authors apply? There is a 
need to add a detailed description of the sampling 
methodology for a clear understanding of the 
readers. Also, sampling details must be very apt and 
clear with the measures used to assess the study 
constructs. 

Dear reviewer, following your kind guidelines, 
I have amended the method section and added 
the required details  
Please see pages 11-12 

4 vii. The authors well presented the results of this 
study; however,  
• A table for KMO and Bartlett's Test should 

be added by the authors 
• There is a need to add the table of 

discriminant validity, and model fitness 
• The results of the mediation hypothesis 

need to be added and explained  

Dear reviewer, many thanks for your kind 
guidelines. I have thoroughly revised the 
results sections as suggested  
Please see pages: 13-16 

5 The discussion section is merged with research 
implications, just confining to the study novelty, 
which is not that novel. There is a need to discuss the 
study results in detail, independent of implications, 
clearly stating the significance of the results and their 
applicability per the study context in light of existing 
studies. There is also a need to add Conclusions and 
identify potential future research areas. 

Dear reviewer, many thanks for your kind 
guidelines. I have thoroughly revised the 
discussion section as per your kind 
suggestions. 
Also, added Conclusions and identified 
potential future research areas. 
 
Please see pages 21,22 and 23 

6 There are many grammatical issues in the article. 
There is a need to avail of the services of professional 
poof editors or native speakers to enhance the 
manuscript's readability. 

Dear reviewer, following your kind guidelines, 
I have now proof-edited the whole manuscript. 
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Dear Dr. Siti Nur Azizah, 
 
Thank you for submitting the following manuscript revision to the International Journal of Cyber 
Criminology. 
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Author(s): Siti Nur Azizah 
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Date of Manuscript Submission: 15-Mar-2021 (UTC) 
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Best regards, 
 
Journal Editor-in-Chief 
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RESPONSE TO REVIEWER 

No. Reviewer's Comment Response 

 I appreciate the authors for their good 
efforts in revising the manuscript. 
However, there are a few things that 
must be overcome before acceptance: 

Once again, many thanks, dear reviewer, for allowing 
to revise the manuscript.  

1. The introduction section needs more 
clarity in describing gap and research 
objectives. 

Dear reviewer, done as suggested. 

Please see pages 2-5 

2. The literature section should also 
include a subsection linked with 
Halal Traceability and blockchain 
technology. 

Dear reviewer, done as suggested. 

Please see page 6-8 

3 Grammatical issues still need to be 
resolved before proceeding. It is 
better to avail services of 
professional proof editors. 

Dear reviewer, following your kind guidelines, I have 
now proof-edited the paper with the help of 
professional native English speakers to enhance its 
quality and readability 
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